Missoula County Commissioners
200 W Broadway St.
Missoula, MT 59802

October x, 2025
Dear Commissioners Strohmaier, Slotnick and Vero,

We are Missoula County residents and taxpayers who are deeply disturbed about the proposed
gravel mine and asphalt plant adjacent to the Blackfoot River near Bonner. This plant would be

noisy, smelly and unsightly and likely to have adverse effects on water quality, native trout and

grizzly bears as well as public health and safety and the Montana Constitutional right to a clean
and healthful environment.

Much effort has been undertaken to protect and restore the Blackfoot watershed. This proposal
is inconsistent with these efforts.

While the land itself is currently not zoned, under state law the County may enact emergency
zoning to protect the environment and public health and we request that you do so
expeditiously. The Code is as follows:

Montana Code Annotated 2023, TITLE 76. LAND RESOURCES AND USE. CHAPTER 2. PLANNING
AND ZONING Part 2. County Zoning. Interim Zoning District Or Regulation

76-2-206. Interim zoning district or regulation. (1) Except as provided in 76-2-240 and subject to
subsection (3) of this section, the board of county commissioners may establish an interim zoning district or
interim regulation to address an emergency that involves the public health, safety, morals, or general welfare
if:

(a) the purpose of the interim zoning district or interim regulation is to classify those
uses and related matters that must be regulated to mitigate the emergency; and

(b) within 30 working days, the county initiates a study or investigation to verify that an
emergency exists and to identify the facts and circumstances that constitute the
emergency, the potential options for mitigating the emergency, and the course of action
that the governing body intends to take, if any, during the term of the interim zoning
district or interim regulation to mitigate the emergency.

(2) A resolution for an interim zoning district or interim regulation must be limited to 1
year from the date it becomes effective. Subject to subsections (4) and (5), the board of
county commissioners may extend the resolution for 1 year, but not more than one
extension may be made.

(3) The board of county commissioners shall observe the following procedures in the
establishment of an interim zoning district or interim regulation:

(a) Notice of a public hearing on the proposed interim zoning district boundaries or of
the interim regulation must be published as provided in 7-1-2121. In addition to the
requirements of 7-1-2121, the notice must state:



(i) the boundaries of the proposed district;

(ii) the specific emergency compelling the establishment of the proposed interim
zoning district or interim regulation;

(iii) the general character of the proposed interim zoning district or interim
regulation, including how those uses and related matters that must be regulated to
mitigate the emergency will be classified and regulated; and

(iv) that the proposed interim zoning district or interim regulation is on file for public
inspection at the office of the county clerk and recorder.

(b) At the public hearing, the board of county commissioners shall give the public an
opportunity to be heard regarding the proposed establishment of an interim zoning
district or interim regulation.

(c) After the hearing, the board of county commissioners may adopt a resolution to
establish an interim zoning district or interim regulation.

(4) The board of county commissioners shall observe the following procedures in the
extension of a resolution pursuant to subsection (2):

(a) A study or investigation as provided in subsection (1)(b) must be completed prior
to the hearing on the proposed extension of the resolution.

(b) Notice of a public hearing on the proposed extension of the resolution must be
published as provided in 7-1-2121. In addition to the requirements of 7-1-2121, the
notice must state:

(i) the boundaries of the existing interim zoning district;

(ii) the specific emergency that compelled the establishment of the existing interim
zoning district or interim regulation and the reason for the proposed extension of the
resolution; and

(iii) that the proposed extension of the resolution is on file for public inspection at the
office of the county clerk and recorder.

(c) At the public hearing, which must be held prior to the expiration of the existing
interim zoning district or interim zoning regulation, the board of county commissioners
shall give the public an opportunity to be heard regarding the proposed extension of the
resolution.

(5) After the hearing provided for in subsection (4), the board of county commissioners
may in its discretion extend the resolution for the interim zoning district or interim
regulation.

We look forward to working with you on this process. Please advise as to how you intend
to proceed.

Sincerely,

Michael Bader, consultant, Flathead-Lolo-Bitterroot Citizen Task Force, Missoula



